
June 19th, 2019 
TIME EVENT 

7:30 - 8:30 
Event Center Registration/ Breakfast- Hosted by the Pala Band of Mission Indians 

8:30 - 9:00 
Event Center Opening Ceremony- Judge Bill Thorne- EMCEE  

9:00 - 10:00 
Event Center KEYNOTE: Judge Abby Abinanti 

10:00 - 10:15 Break 

10:15 - 12:00 
Event Center 

PLENARY: Looking to the future and reflecting on the past: California pushing to achieve ICWA compliance, especially in 
light of recent attacks. This panel will include litigation, legislation and regulatory updates.  
Moderator: Maureen Geary, Partner, Maier Pfeffer Kim Geary & Cohen 
Kimberly Cluff, General Counsel, Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
Christina Riehl, Deputy Attorney General, California Department of Justice 
Heather Hostler, Director, Office of Tribal Affairs, California Department of Social Services 
Ann Gilmour, Tribal Project Unit, Judicial Council of California  
Delia Sharpe, Executive Director, California Tribal Families Coalition   

12:00 – 1:30 Lunch Break On Your Own 
*** 1:30 - 3:00: BREAKOUT SESSIONS *** 

1:30 – 3:00 
Sycamore 2 & 3 

Prevention/Intervention Services: A discussion of services that tribes provide to their tribal members, including funding 
sources. Cultural/collaboration.   
Linda Ruis, Director of Social Services, Santa Ysabel Tribe 
Liz Elgin DeRouen, Indian Child Family Preservation Program 
Karan Kolb, Director of Social Services,  Indian Health Council 
Season Goodpasture, Director of Social Services, Pala Band of Mission Indians  
Brenda Bagwill, Director of Social Services, Sycuan Tribe  

1:30 – 3:00 
Sycamore 11 

ICWA 101 
Mark Vezzola, Directing Attorney, California Indian Legal Services  

1:30 – 3:00 
Sycamore 6 & 7 

A Primer on Cal-ICWA 2.0: AB 3176, the integration of the 2016 federal ICWA regulations into California law 
Delia Sharpe, Executive Director, California Tribal Families Coalition 
Maureen Geary, Partner, Maier Pfeffer Kim Geary & Cohen 

1:30 – 3:00 
Sycamore 8 & 9 

Inquiry, Notice and Active Efforts: Understand the importance of appropriate inquiry, notice and active efforts application 
in child welfare cases; Gain knowledge and understanding of the importance of data monitoring for ICWA cases and what 
tools to put in place to ensure ICWA compliance. 
Sylvia Deporto, Consultant 
Jessica Mateu-Newsome, Program Director, San Francisco Human Services Agency 

3:00 – 3:15 Break 
*** 3:15 - 5:00: BREAKOUT SESSIONS *** 

 
3:15 – 5:00 

Sycamore 2 & 3 

Qualified Expert Witness: An interactive session. 
Michele Fahley, Deputy General Counsel, Pechanga Indian Reservation 
Art Martinez, Co-Director, Center for Native Child and Family Resilience, Tribal Law & Policy Institute 

3:15 – 5:00 
Sycamore 11 

Tribal Child Welfare Funding Panel: A discussion Tribal Title IV-E and Tribal TANF 
Stephanie Weldon, MSW, Yurok Health and Human Services Director 
Glenn N. Basconcillo, President, GNB Consulting, Inc. 
John Sanfilippo, Bureau Chief, Children and Adults Estimates Bureau 
Joey Cook, California Department of Social Services  

3:15 – 5:00 
Sycamore 6 & 7 

Tribal Placements: A discussion of Resource Family Approval, Tribally Approved Homes (including Tribal Criminal 
Background Checks), and the experience of a Foster Family Agency focused on placing Native American children.  
Mary Trimble Norris, Executive Director, American Indian Child Resource Center 
Laila DeRouen, Indian Child Family Preservation Program 
Sara Dodge, Analyst, Continuum of Care Reform, California Department of Social Services 
Charm Lee, Analyst, Foster Care Policy & Support Unit, California Department of Social Services  

3:15 – 5:00 
Sycamore 8 & 9 

Core Practice Model, Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (assessment tool), Child and Family Teams and 
Multidisciplinary Teams: informational panel regarding new child welfare practices that guide county practice 
Rebecca Buchmiller, Manager, Child and Family Team Unit, California Department of Social Services 
Ciara Phillips, Analyst, Child Trafficking Response Unit, California Department of Social Services  

5:30  
Event Center Dinner- Hosted by the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 

6:30 – 9:00 
Event Center Blood Memory Documentary, A Story of Removal and Return, Sandy White Hawk 

 

 



June 20th, 2019 
TIME EVENT 

7:45 - 8:15 
Event Center Breakfast- Hosted by the Pala Band of Mission Indians 

8:15 - 8:30 
Event Center Opening Prayer 

8:30 – 10:15 
Event Center 

PLENARY: Update from the California Department of Social Services, including a data report.  
Heather Hostler, Director, Office of Tribal Affairs, California Department of Social Services 
Heather Pankiw, MSW, CFSR Case Review, Section Chief, California Department of Social Services  
Lori Fuller, Permanency Policy Bureau Chief, California Department of Social Services 
Sylvia Deporto, Consultant 

10:15 - 10:30 Break 
*** 10:30 - 12:00: BREAKOUT SESSIONS *** 

10:30 – 12:00 
Sycamore 2 & 3 

CSEC: A discussion of the Alpine County and Washoe Tribe jointly created CSEC response protocol, and updates from CDSS  
Suzanne M. Garcia, Tribal Legal & Child Welfare Specialist Tribal Law & Policy Institute, Child Welfare Capacity Building 
Center for Tribes  
Nicole Williamson, CAO/Director of Health & Human Services, Alpine County 
Jeannette McNeill, Analyst, Child Trafficking Response Unit, California Department of Social Service 
Kelley Hartman, Analyst, California Department of Social Services  

10:30 – 12:00 
Sycamore 8 

Inquiry, Notice and Active Efforts: Understand the importance of appropriate inquiry, notice and active efforts application 
in child welfare cases; Gain knowledge and understanding of the importance of data monitoring for ICWA cases and what 
tools to put in place to ensure ICWA compliance. 
Sylvia Deporto, Consultant 
Jessica Mateu-Newsome, Program Director, San Francisco Human Services Agency 

10:30 – 12:00 
Sycamore 6 & 7 

Wisdom of The Body/Power of The Mind: Exploring the  
Gwendalle Cooper (Cherokee), Ph.D. 

10:30 – 12:00 
Sycamore 9 

California Indian History, Historical Trauma, ACES, Resiliency, and ICWA 
Tamara L. Strohauer, SERVE: Indigenous Social Workers for Change 

10:30 – 12:00 
Sycamore 11 

Core Practice Model, Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (assessment tool), Child and Family Teams and 
Multidisciplinary Teams: informational panel regarding new child welfare practices that guide county practice 
Rebecca Buchmiller, Manager, Child and Family Team Unit, California Department of Social Services 
Ciara Phillips, Analyst, Child Trafficking Response Unit, California Department of Social Services 

12:00 – 1:30 
Event Center  

Lunch- Hosted by Casey Family Programs 
Keynote: Judge Claudette White 

*** 1:30 - 3:00: BREAKOUT SESSIONS *** 
1:30 – 3:00 

Sycamore 2 & 3 
ICWA 101 
Mica Llerandi, Staff Attorney, California Indian Legal Services  

1:30 – 3:00 
Sycamore 8 

Tribal Child Welfare Funding Panel: A discussion Tribal Title IV-E and Tribal TANF 
Stephanie Weldon, MSW, Yurok Health and Human Services Director 
Glenn N. Basconcillo, President, GNB Consulting, Inc. 
John Sanfilippo, Bureau Chief, Children and Adults Estimates Bureau 
Joey Cook, Analyst, Fiscal Forecasting and Policy Branch, Analyst, Children and Adults Estimates Bureau 

1:30 – 3:00 
Sycamore 6 & 7 

A Primer on Cal-ICWA 2.0: AB 3176, the integration of the 2016 federal ICWA regulations into California law 
Delia Sharpe, Executive Director, California Tribal Families Coalition 
Maureen Geary, Partner, Maier Pfeffer Kim Geary & Cohen 

1:30 – 3:00 
Sycamore 9 

CSEC: A discussion of the Alpine County and Washoe Tribe jointly created CSEC response protocol, and updates from CDSS  
Suzanne M. Garcia, Tribal Legal and Child Welfare Specialist Tribal Law and Policy Institute, Child Welfare Capacity 
Building Center for Tribes  
Nicole Williamson, CAO/Director of Health & Human Services, Alpine County 
Jeannette McNeill, Analyst, Child Trafficking Response Unit, California Department of Social Service 
Kelley Hartman, Analyst, California Department of Social Services  

1:30 – 3:00 
Sycamore 11 

 

Families First Preservation Services Act: A primer for tribes on this recent federal law that made significant changes to 
child welfare.  
Angie Schwartz, Policy Director, Alliance for Children’s Rights    
Art Martinez, Co-Director, Center for Native Child and Family Resilience, Tribal Law & Policy Institute 
Megan Lape, Federal Legislative Coordinator, California Department of Social Services 

3:00 – 3:15  Break 
*** 3:15 – 5:00: BREAKOUT SESSIONS *** 

 

 

 



June 20th, 2019 (Continued) 
*** 3:15 – 5:00: BREAKOUT SESSIONS *** 

3:15 – 5:00 
Sycamore 2 & 3 

Prevention/Intervention Services: A discussion of services that tribes provide to their tribal members, including funding 
sources. Cultural/collaboration.   
Linda Ruis, Director of Social Services, Santa Ysabel Tribe 
Liz Elgin DeRouen, Indian Child Family Preservation Program 
Karan Kolb, Director of Social Services, Indian Health Council 
Season Goodpasture, Director of Social Services, Pala Band of Mission Indians  
Brenda Bagwill, Director of Social Services, Sycuan Tribe  

3:15 – 5:00 
Sycamore 11 

Qualified Expert Witness: An interactive session. 
Michele Fahley, Deputy General Counsel, Pechanga Indian Reservation 
Art Martinez, Co-Director, Center for Native Child and Family Resilience, Tribal Law & Policy Institute  

3:15 – 5:00 
Sycamore 6 & 7 

Tribal Placements: A discussion of Resource Family Approval, Tribally Approved Homes (including Tribal Criminal 
Background Checks), and the experience of a Foster Family Agency focused on placing Native American children.  
Mary Trimble Norris, Executive Director, American Indian Child Resource Center 
Laila DeRouen, Indian Child Family Preservation Program 
Sara Dodge, Analyst, Continuum of Care Reform, California Department of Social Services 
Charm Lee, Analyst, Foster Care Policy & Support Unit, California Department of Social Services 

3:15 – 5:00 
Sycamore 8 & 9 

Families First Preservation Services Act: A primer for tribes on this recent federal law that made significant changes to 
child welfare.  
Angie Schwartz, Policy Director, Alliance for Children’s Rights    
Art Martinez, Co-Director, Center for Native Child and Family Resilience, Tribal Law & Policy Institute 
Megan Lape, Federal Legislative Coordinator, California Department of Social Services 

5:30  
 Lawn 

Dinner- Hosted by the Pala Band of Mission Indians 
Blessing: Lorraine Laiwa 

7:00-9:00  
Event Center Menil & Her Heart: A Play by Isabella Madrigal 

 

  

 

 

 

June 21st, 2019 
TIME EVENT 

8:00 – 8:30  
Event Center  Breakfast- Hosted by the Pala Band of Mission Indians 

8:30 – 8:45 
 Event Center Opening Prayer 

8:45 – 10:00  
Event Center 

PLENARY: Media 
Patrick O’Riely, OPR Communications 

10:00 - 10:15 Break 
*** 10:15 - 11:45: BREAKOUT SESSIONS *** 

10:15 – 11:45 
Sycamore 2 & 3  

 

Ethics Panel 
Michele Fahley, Deputy General Counsel, Pechanga Indian Reservation 
Amanda Wilbur, General Counsel, Blue Lake Rancheria 
Delia Sharpe, Executive Director, California Tribal Families Coalition 
Season Goodpasture, Director of Social Services for the Pala Band of Mission Indians  
Linda Ruis, Director of Social Services, Santa Ysabel Tribe  

10:15 – 11:45 
Sycamore 11  

Wisdom of The Body/Power of The Mind 
Gwendalle Cooper (Cherokee), Ph.D. 

10:15 – 11:45 
Sycamore 6 & 7 

California Indian History, Historical Trauma, ACES, Resiliency, and ICWA 
Tamara L. Strohauer, SERVE: Indigenous Social Workers for Change 

10:15-11:45 
Sycamore  8 & 9 

Fathers and I.C.W.A. 
Tom Lidot, Tribal Liaison, Tribal Justice Collaborative and Michael Huesca, CEO- P.O.P.S. 

12:00 – 12:15 
Event Center Closing Prayer- Dr.Gwendalle Cooper 


